
 
 
 
 
 

STATUTORY AUTHORITY – A.R.S. §41-835-838 
 

The significance of geographic names was recognized by the State as early as 
1945; when Arizona's Legislature declared it to be the policy of the state that 
geographic features retain the names they currently had in order to preserve 
Arizona's historical records. In 1982 the Arizona Board was created, and in 1990 
the Arizona Legislature gave responsibility for determining the most appropriate 
names for geographic features to it.  
 
Statutes that define the responsibilities of the Arizona State Board on Geographic 
and Historic Names, directs the board to: 
 
• Receive and evaluate all proposals for changes in or additions to names of 

geographic features and places of historical significance in this state. It 
designates the most appropriate and acceptable names and the spelling of these 
names for use in maps and official government documents. 
 
• Receive and evaluate all proposals for naming geographic features in this state 
for which no generally accepted name is or has been in use. It designates the 
most appropriate and acceptable name and the spelling for use in maps and 
official government documents; 
 
• Cooperate with political subdivisions of this state to eliminate the duplication of 
the names of geographic features that are not of historical significance, 
 
• Assist and cooperate with the United States Board on Geographic Names in 
matters relating to names of geographic features and places in this state; 
 
• Maintain a list of advisers who have expertise in this state’s history, geography, 
or culture and consult with those advisers in evaluating proposals; 
 
• Designate one or more members to act as the state representative to the 
Council of Geographic Names Authorities. 
 
Correct, accurate, authentic geographic names are essential to search and 
rescue efforts, law enforcement, land administration, boaters and hikers, etc. The 
primary purpose of the State Board is to standardize names of geographic 
features so that all levels of government and jurisdictions use the same name for 
the same feature. 
 

 
ARIZONA STATE BOARD ON GEOGRAPHIC AND HISTORIC NAMES  



The Arizona State Board on Geographic and Historic Names provides citizens 
the opportunity to name, rename, and research geographic names in the state of 
Arizona.  It is the mission of the board to provide appropriate and official names 
for the State of Arizona. Without the board, Arizona names would be decided at 
the federal government level without Arizona’s voice. 

 
 

 
REPORT OF ACCOMPLISHMENTS 2008- 2009 

 
 
Geographic Names Considered and Acted Upon 
 
 
2008 
 

• Butchart Butte (Docket 2007-17) - Proposed new name for a summit in Grand Canyon 
National Park.  Mr. Jim Haggart of Scottsdale, AZ submitted the proposal (Approved) 

 
• Beckys Spring (Docket 2007-19) - Proposed new name for a spring in Pima County.  

Pima County Natural Resources, Parks and Recreation Dept. submitted the proposal 
(Approved) 

 
• Veterans Mountain (Docket 2008-1) - Proposed new name for an unnamed summit in the 

Phoenix Mountains Preserve.  Mr. Lanny Brent of Sun City, AZ submitted the proposal.  
Proposal still under Board review 

 
• East Old Camp Grant Place (Docket 2008-2) – Proposed name change for a portion of 

East Aravaipa Road in Pinal County.  The Pinal County Planning and Development 
Services Dept. submitted the proposal. (Approved) 

 
2009 
 

• Butchart Natural Bridge (Docket 2008-3).  Proposed new name for a natural arch in 
Grand Canyon National Park. Mr. Donald McCoy of Nederland, CO, submitted the 
proposal (Rejected during second review). 

 
• Empire Rapid (Docket 2008-4).  Proposed new name for an unnamed rapid on the 

Colorado River in Grand Canyon National Park.  Ms. Jacqui Lewis of Deerfield, IL, 
submitted the proposal (Rejected) 

 
• Beaman Point (Docket 2008-5) Proposed new name for an unnamed cliff in Grand 

Canyon National Park in honor of E.O. Beaman, photographer on the second Powell 
Expedition of the Grand Canyon.  Proposal submitted by Jim Babbitt of Flagstaff, AZ.  
(Approved) 

 
New Board members 
 
The Board welcomed three new members in 2008: 
 
Malcolm Comeaux, Professor Emeritus, School of Geographical Sciences, Arizona State 
University.  Dr. Comeaux will serve until January 2010 
Phil Hanson, Arizona Historical Society.  Mr. Hanson will serve until January 2013 



Lynette Evans, Public Member.  Ms Evans will serve until January 2013  
 
The Board welcomed two new members in 2009: 
 
Jennifer Allison-Ray, Public Member.  Ms. Allison-Ray will serve until January 2014 
Jackie Thrasher, Public Member.  Ms. Thrasher will serve until January 2014 
 
2008 Names Board Pamphlet revision 
 
The board revised its publicity pamphlet.  The pamphlet will be distributed to local jurisdictions so 
they and the public will be informed that there is a formal process for naming geographic features 
in the state.  The pamphlet explains the process and provides internet links to the Board’s web 
page and Application Form. 
 
2008 Piestewa Peak Update 
 
The US Board approved the name change Piestewa Peak in April 2008.  In May 2008, the Inter 
Tribal Council of Arizona, a non-profit organization “established by tribal governments to provide 
member tribes a united voice” contacted the US Board and AZ Board with questions about 
changing the remaining 70+ squaw names in the state.  The ITCA was informed by both names 
authorities that the name change process requires having alternate names for each squaw name.  
The Arizona State Cartographer’s Office prepared a map showing the location of all squaw 
names found in GNIS.   To date, no further action has been taken by the ITCA or any other 
individual or organization.  
 
2008-2009 Sunset Review Working Group 
 
In preparation for the upcoming Sunset Review in 2009, the board set up a work group composed 
of the Chair, Vice Chair, another board member, board counsel and board staff to review the 
current statute to consider changes to help the board deal with issues such as commemorative 
names.  The work group met three times: Dec 2, 2008, Jan 28, 2009 and Mar 10, 2009.  The 
work group prepared a draft of a revised statute and presented it to the full board for their review, 
suggestions and approval.  The proposed changes include:  add a five year wait period from 
decease for commemorative names; add a tribal member and member from a city or county; 
improve definitions for “geographic features” and “places of historical significance” or “historic 
place”.   The full board supported the proposed statute changes.  The Sunset Review document 
was submitted to the Committee of Reference on September 1, 2009 
 
Council on Geographic Names Authorities annual meeting  
 
The staff member attended the 2008 COGNA meeting in Oklahoma City, OK, and the 2009 
meeting in Charleston, SC. 
 
 
 
 
 



Arizona State 
Board on 

Geographic 
and 

Historic Names 

The Arizona State Board on 
Geographic Historic Names 
meets quarterly. The meetings 
are open to the public and    
visitors are welcome. 

Welcome to a 
   Meeting 

For further  
information contact:  

The Arizona State Board on    
Geographic and Historic Names 

c/o Arizona Department of       
Library, Archives and               

Public Records 

1700 W. Washington Room 200 
Phoenix, AZ  85007 

602.926.4035 

aznames@lists.lib.az.us 

 

Websites:  

Arizona Board on Geographic & 
Historic Names:  

www.lib.az.us/about/bghn.cfm 
 

United States  
Board on Geographic Names: 

geonames.usgs.gov 
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WHAT’S IN A NAME! 

Arizona’s geographic names reflect its 
colorful history, culture and diversity. 
These names show reverence and awe, 
realism and grit, whimsy and humor. 
Geographic names are a part of  the 
state’s historical  record. 
 

Many cultures have contributed names 
to Arizona’s landscape. Some have been 
adopted to memorialize prominent indi-
viduals or groups; more commonly, 
names have been gradually adopted by 
local residents over time.  
 

The significance of  geographic names 
was recognized by the State as early as 
1945, when Arizona's Legislature        
declared it to be the policy of  the state 
that geographic features retain the 
names they currently had in order to 
preserve Arizona's historical  records.   
 

The Arizona Board was created in 1982 
and is responsible for determining the 
most appropriate names for geographic  
features in Arizona. 

Place Names in Arizona 

WHAT IS THE PROCESS TO HAVE A 
NAME APPROVED? 
  

A person or agency may submit a pro-
posed name to the Board by submitting 
a Name Proposal/Name Change Applica-
tion (available on the Board’s web site: 
www.lib.az.us/about/bghn.cfm. After 
the Board receives an Application, it so-
licits the opinion of  affected govern-
ment agencies and interested parties, 
and conducts additional research that it 
deems necessary to make an informed 
decision.  
 

The Board considers several factors 
when making a decision. These include: 
• The preservation of  Arizona’s history 

as reflected in its place names 
• The name current local residents use 

for a feature 
• The connection an individual had to 

a feature if  the proposal is to name 
the feature after someone 

• Whether the name might be consid-
ered derogatory to a gender or any 
racial, ethnic or religious group. 

 

 
The Board votes on proposed names at  
its meetings, which are open to the pub-
lic and subject to Arizona’s Open Meet-
ings Law. 
 

When the Board approves a name, it  
becomes official and may be used on 
maps, records, documents and other 
publications of  Arizona governmental 
agencies 
 

Approved names are also forwarded to 
the U.S. Board on Geographic Names. 
When approved by the U.S. Board they 
become official for federal agencies.  














